THE    LAST    DAYS    OF   MADRID

detail all that happened in the period between the
foundation of the Republic and the Nationalist Rising of
July 1936. I will only point out two unhappy events: that
parody of a military rising in August 1932, and the
revolutionary movement of October 1934. The first was
extraordinarily important, because it revealed only too
plainly the lack of authority and political vision of the
Government, and showed the enemies of the Republic that
they could undermine it without risking their lives. The
second, of very doubtful efficacy, made the Right Wing
zealous of organising a basic attack.

As a matter of fact, as a result of the revolution of
October 1934, the Right Wing became very closely
united. Popular Action, monarchists and traditionalists,
with the help of the Radical Party, worked enthusiastically
to make a frontal attack on the Republic, whilst the
republican leaders spent such precious time in the
niggling work of party politics. The Right Wing followers
found it very easy to consolidate their position, mainly for
the following reason: there was an aristocracy in Spain,
chiefly of military origin, in which there were plenty of
people whose family crests went back to the end of the
Middle Ages, or the beginning of the Modern Age. With
these armorial bearings families continued to hand on
from generation to generation ancient feudal estates, that
is to say the lands distributed by each King among the
nobles who had helped him in his conquest. The families
of Alba, Osuna, Medinaceli, Lerma, Veragua, Ayllon,
etc., had fabulous wealth, and immense estates on which
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